Daylight Savings Time—Spring your clock ahead one hour!

March 11

FREE SWIM at the Peace Regional Pool from 6:30pm to 8:30pm.
Sponsored by North Peace Housing Foundation

March 12

County of Northern Lights Council Meeting in Council Chambers at 9:00am

March 13

A draft Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP) has been developed between the
Town of Peace River and each of its rural municipal neighbours; County of Northern
Lights, M.D. of Peace No. 135 and Northern Sunrise County. These Plans may
impact future land use decisions within the plan area of the IDP.
An OPEN HOUSE is scheduled for March 13, 2019 from 5:30 to 8:30 pm in
the Elk Room at the Chateau Nova, Peace River.

March 14 Manning Early Childhood Fair from 2pm to 6pm at the Manning Elementary School
March 15

Family Fun Night at the Mile Zero Regional Multiplex
- free open court usage from 7pm to 9pm.

March 15

DEADLINE to register for the Standard First Aid with Level C CPR held
March 23 & 24 at the Peace Regional Pool from 9am to 5pm. Cost $50 Call
780.624.1000 or email Alana at abergeron@peaceriver.ca

March 25

FREE SWIM at the Peace Regional Pool from 6:30pm to 8:30pm.
Sponsored by Baytex Energy

March 26

County of Northern Lights Council Meeting in Council Chambers at 9:00am

March 25, 27
29

Extra Public Swim times at the Peace Regional Pool from 4:00pm to 5:30pm

Tuesdays

FREE Youth Fun at the Field House in Court #1 at the Mile Zero Regional Multiplex
every Tuesday from 3:30pm to 5:00pm. *Subject to change, call 780.332.4005 Ext.0

Twice a month

Intergenerational Program: Grimshaw FCSS & Holy Family School grade one
students have partnered up in an Intergeneration Program that runs twice a month
throughout the school year. If you are a senior with free time and would like to take
part in our program, please call
Misty @ Grimshaw FCSS 780-332-4005 Ext.4 for details.

AGRICULTURE PRODUCERS
Keep informed on workshops and events by visiting:

http://npara.ca/
ADDRESSED TO:

HOURS: Monday - Thursday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm, Friday 8:00 am - 3:00 pm. Closed daily during the lunch hour.

March 10

TWITTER: @CofNLights

2019 Alberta Pond Hockey Championship with the Gala Event happening
on Saturday, March 9th. Visit: https://albertapondhockey.com/

http://www.facebook.com/countyofnorthernlights

March 8 to 10

For all your Recreation & Cultural
Community News, please visit:
www.explorecountyofnorthernlights.com

Public Swim from 1pm to 3pm at the Peace Regional Pool.
The Spring & Summer Brochure is out! View it at www.peaceriver.ca

PHONE: 780.836.3348 or 1.888.525.3481

March 1, 7, 8,
25 - 29

CONTACT US: www.countyofnorthernlights.com
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HAPPY 9th BIRTHDAY to the
COUNTY OF NORTHERN LIGHTS MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
In an effort to communicate effectively with residents, the County Council
implemented a monthly newsletter to be distributed to residents informing
them of local and regional activities, events, council highlights and various
county updates & information.

HAVE YOU RECENTLY MOVED OR CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS?
Are you receiving your Utility Bill? Truck-fill Bill? Land Taxes?
County Newsletter? Move-up Magazine? Mile Zero-Banner Post Newspaper?
PM42514018

Have you called or come into the County Office and given us your new
address? No? Call 780.836.3348 or 1.888.525.3481 or stop in and visit us
today.

RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNERSHIP
Advocates to ensure that dogs, their owners and neighbours live
together in safety, harmony, and well-being.

The County of Northern Lights encourages and advocates for responsible dog ownership. Responsible dog Ownership/Dog
ownership means more than simply loving your dog, it is a serious commitment that takes time and energy.
Etiquette
The County of Northern Lights does not have a Bylaw Enforcement Officer nor a Dog Control Officer. A request
for Proposals for Dog Control went out in 2018 and no responses were received. In an attempt to maintain or
reduce the overall County operational budget and not over-burden taxpayers, Council has decided to rescind
Dog Control Bylaw No.07-26-195. The inability to provide a reliable level of supervision and enforcement to
this service is the primary factor in rescinding the Dog Control Bylaw. This does not change the fact that the
RCMP will respond to calls that fall under the Dangerous Dogs Act. Council has always and will continue to
Dogs do not run
strongly advocate for Responsible Dog Ownership. The following article contains principles that support health
at large.
and well-being for dogs, their owners and neighbours so that we can live together in safety and harmony.
Dogs must be
under control or
For those thinking about getting a dog ask yourself, is this the right time to bring a on their owner’s
companion animal into the family? When you get a dog, it is not like getting a car.
property.
When your dog misbehaves, you can’t trade him in. If he gets sick, it is your job to help
him get well. If circumstances in your home environment change, you must consider Dogs must not:
the toll it will take on your dog and make every effort to help him along. Do your
research on your potential dog’s physical needs and what to expect for food, care and medical costs. Your
Bite anyone,
commitment to loving care could be for as long as 12-15 years or more. Be aware of the type of training,
socialization and exercise that will be needed and be sure you are able to provide all of these things for the
lifetime of your dog. If you are an existing dog owner, have you taken all of these considerations to heart, are Injure anyone,
you a committed, conscientious and attentive dog owner?
Chase, threaten
or attack
anyone,

Commitment for the Long Haul:

Make Time for your Dog:

Bonding is not something you can do once and call it finished. The initial bond with
your dog is built during the first few weeks to months of ownership, but maintaining Cause damage
to property,
this bond is a lifelong process. Remember that while you are at work, out with
friends, or running errands, your dog is usually just waiting for you to come home.
Schedule time each day to spend with your dog, whether its for play, exercise, Engage in harm
with other
grooming, or just snuggling.
animals,

Provide Proper Identification:
Your dog should wear a collar at all times with current identification. Consider
microchipping your dog for an added layer of protection. Proper identification can
help you become reunited with your dog if lost rather than letting your dog become
one more homeless pet, a casualty or a statistic.
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Scatter garbage.

Spray and Neuter your Dogs:
Responsible dog owners ensure their dogs are sprayed or neutered. Millions of pets are euthanized
each year because of pet overpopulation. Not only does spray/neuter surgery
prevent dog overpopulation, it has proven results in making a happier pet.
Owners often notice their pets have improved dispositions.

Do Not Be a Backyard Breeder:
If you choose to breed your dog, be sure to follow the proper protocols. Your
dog should be a quality, healthy purebred with no congenital or hereditary problems. Educate yourself about breeding standards, become involved with a network of responsible breeders and find a
veterinarian who can be involved along the way. Dogs with unknown genetics histories and health
problems should not breed. Dog breeding is not just casual hobby it is a real business.

Keep your Dog Healthy:
All dogs require daily care. Always provide plenty of fresh water and an appropriate amount of
quality nutrition for your dog. A place of shelter and comfort is also important for your dog's
physical and mental wellness, and exercise is a must. Because of their survival instincts, dogs are not
as likely to show pain or illness as humans. Regular visits to your veterinarian are essential because
they can help you prevent serious health problems and detect minor issues before they become
severe and a vaccination schedule is highly recommended.

Train and Socialize your Dog:

GOOD DOG

SIT

Stay

Fetch

woof

Roll-over

Canine etiquette not only benefits you and your dog, it benefits others as well. A well-behaved and
properly socialized dog is less likely to upset people and pets in public places and will be more
welcome at gatherings. If your dog's misbehavior results in any sort of accident, injury or similar
incident, you must take full responsibility for that behavior. Additionally, well-trained dogs are more
content because they have been given a sense of structure. A responsible owner ensures that their
dog does not bite, bark at, threaten or chase other animals, bicycles, vehicles or people. A dog must
be under the owner’s control at all times. This means that the dog must respond to voice, sound or sight commands from the
owner, and come when called.

Respect Others, Be Respected:
This may seem like common sense to some of us, but there are still dog owners out there who do
not seem to understand. Please help give dog owners a good name by following these rules:
Keep your dog on a leash or in a fenced-in yard when outdoors. Even if you live where it is legal to
allow your dog off-leash, you should supervise him at all times. Do not let him wander the neighborhood or get out of your sight.
Pick up after your dog. No one wants to step in or smell that "gift" your dog left behind. Please pick it up right away and dispose of
it properly. For convenience, try a bag dispenser that attaches to your dog's leash.
Do not leave a barking dog outdoors. Continuous barking is not only unfair to your dog, it is rude and annoying to neighbors.
This article has been sourced from Jenna Stregowski, RVT and the City of Calgary Animal & Bylaw Services.
March Insert - Responsible Dog Ownership

Clubroot Disease of Canola—Information Update
Clubroot Infection and Spread
• Clubroot is a soil-borne disease of cruciferous crops and
weeds and is caused by Plasmodiophora brassicae, a
protist pathogen that induces gall formation on infected
roots of susceptible plants.
• Infections occur when exudates from roots of host plants
trigger germination of resting spores in the soil, producing
zoospores. They swim in soil water to root hairs that they
infect to start the formation of the root galls.
• The disease is favoured by warm soil (20-24º C), high soil
moisture and low soil pH (< 6.5) but can still develop
outside these optimum conditions.
• Clubroot is mainly spread through movement of soil
containing the long-lived resting spores that are released
into the soil when the galls decay.
• To estimate yield loss due to clubroot, take the percentage
of infected plants in a field and divide by two (recognizing
that losses > 50% can occur from extreme infestations). For
example, if 50% of the plants are infected, a 25% yield loss
would be estimated.

Clubroot in Western Canada
• Clubroot was first reported in Alberta in a few home
gardens around Edmonton in the 1970’s, in market gardens
in 2001 and in canola fields in the Edmonton area in 2003.
Since 2003, additional canola fields in Alberta have been
identified with clubroot every year.
• Clubroot infestations have been detected radiating out from
the epicenter of the Edmonton area. Due diligence should be
implemented in all areas, regardless of Clubroot status.
• Clubroot has now been found in all Regions of Alberta and all
of the Prairie Provinces.
• Recently, confirmation of clubroot symptoms were found in
multiple fields in Big Lakes County, M.D of Greenview, Northern
Sunrise County and MD of Peace in commercial canola fields.
What this means is that growers within the County of Northern
Lights need to be vigilant with their scouting program and have
in place a management strategy for this disease.
• Effectively managing any plant disease requires an
understanding of how it survives within fields and the
conditions that allow the population to increase and spread.

Source: http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/%24department/deptdocs.nsf/all/prm14661

Source: http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/agdex8593
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What Can You Do to Protect Your Crop from Clubroot?
Early Identification
• Scout canola fields regularly from late rosette through
podding, being sure to examine the roots of plants.
• High risk areas for clubroot include field entrances and
low-lying areas, but it could show up anywhere.
• Use proper field scouting and sanitation techniques.

Clean Your Equipment
• Cleaning equipment helps avoid the movement of soil
from infested to non-infested fields.
• If you do not have clubroot on your farm, the greatest
risk of infection comes from equipment that was
previously used for tillage or excavation off-farm.
• If you have found clubroot in some of your fields,
sanitation when leaving those fields is critical to reduce
spread throughout the rest of the farm.
• Rental equipment, custom work, soil sampling and
recreational use all pose risks for spreading and or
introducing Clubroot. Please exercise caution when
hiring, renting or purchasing equipment or services.
• Keep in mind most introductions are self introduced
by the farm operations themselves.
• KNOW WHERE YOUR EQUIPMENT HAS BEEN

Source: http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/agdex8593

Rotate to Non-Host Crops
• Tight canola rotations do not cause clubroot but can
increase the rate of spore build-up once the disease is
present in a field.
• Good weed management of alternate hosts like
volunteer canola, stinkweed and other mustard family
weeds is essential to minimize the increase in viable
spore numbers between canola crops.
• The Alberta Clubroot Management Plan suggests
resistant varieties are grown when clubroot is present
or is known to be present in the area and follow a fouryear rotation to deter resistance breakdown.

Grow Clubroot-Resistant Canola Hybrids
• Switch to growing and rotate multi-race resistance
varieties of canola to help prevent the spore build-up of
Clubroot within the County, as soon as possible and
even if Clubroot is not yet present.
• This effectively reduces incidence and severity of gall
formation in affected fields, protecting yield and
reducing the number of resting spores re-introduced
into the soil.
• Growing resistant varieties in tight rotation also
increases selection pressure for breakdown of
resistance deployed in infected fields. Breakdown has
occurred in as little as 3 years when a tight canola
rotation with resistant varieties was used.
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Plan Your Strategy
• Clubroot can be managed effectively, but once it is

present, it moves with soil regardless of the crop being
grown.
• Manage infected patches separately to limit growth of
host plants and equipment traffic, and develop a
suitable rotation to maintain the effectiveness of
available genetic resistance.
• Please review the Alberta Clubroot Management Plan
http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$Department/deptdocs.ns
f/all/agdex11519#best

Please feel free to contact Blake Gaugler, the
Agricultural Fieldman for the County of Northern
Lights, at 780.836.3348 with any questions,
concerns or for any related policies.

***Information has been adapted from multiple sources***
Strelkov et al., 2013. The Occurrence of Clubroot on Canola in Alberta in 2014. Internet: www.2020seedlabs.ca Accessed: October, 2017

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
The Provincial Government recently undertook Municipal Government Act amendments to address and
support how municipalities work together and plan for
growth. The amendments that were made on this
subject aim to improve municipal relationships, planning processes, and local decision-making. As of April
1, 2018 municipalities must prepare and adopt an
intermunicipal development plan with any municipality
with whom they share a boundary. Municipalities will
have 2 years (until by April 1, 2020) to prepare and
adopt the plan.
Intermunicipal development plans must provide for:
 The future land use within the area,
 The manner of and the proposals for future

development in the area,
 The provision of transportation systems for the

area, either generally or specifically,
 The

co-ordination of intermunicipal programs
relating to the physical, social and economic
development of the area,

 Environmental matters within the area, either

generally or specifically, and
 Any other matter related to the physical, social, or

economic development of the area that the councils
consider necessary.
Early in 2018, the County of Northern Lights Council

and Administration began conversations with consultants and all municipalities that they share a border with
to discuss intermunicipal development.

FAQ’s

On Wednesday, January 23rd, the County of Northern
Lights and the MD of Peace No. 135 hosted an Intermunicipal Development Plan Open House at the
Grimshaw Multiplex. On Thursday, January 24th, the
County and the Town of Manning hosted an
Intermunicipal Development Plan Open House at the
County Office.

FRAUD ALERT

Frequently Asked Questions

Join us for lunch and a one
hour information session on
“scams” that have been
exposed in the Manning area,

Council wishes to thank everyone who came out to the
Open Houses and participated in discussion with facilitators. The Frequently Asked Questions Fact Sheet
on page 3 of the newsletter, was created from the
discussions held in the first 2 Open House’s. Hopefully,
these help to clarify any concerns residents may have.

and how to keep your
information safe:
-email
-internet

The draft Intermunicipal Development Plan between
the County of Northern Lights and the Town of Peace
River was accepted at the February 12th Council meeting and will be available for the public to ask any
questions or provide feedback at an Open House
scheduled for March 13th, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. in the Elk Room at the Chateau Nova, Peace
River. To view the plan and area map, visit the County
website: http://www.countyofnorthernlights.com/did
-you-know/intermunicipal-development-plan/

-phone

Friday March 15, 2019
12:00 lunch,
12:30 pm – 1:30pm
presentation

Further questions concerning the content or process of
any of the Intermunicipal Development Plans can be
directed to Alisha Mody, Manager of Planning,
Mackenzie
Municipal
Services
Agency
alisha@mmsa.ca or 780-338-3862

Manning Adult Learning
Centre
112 2 Ave Manning

2018 PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REVIEW

and an online survey for public input.

5. Municipal Development Plan (MDP) and Land Use Bylaw
The County’s Land Use Planning efforts are divided into long
(LUB) consolidation.
range comprehensive planning projects and short term current
planning activities.
Short term current planning activities include responses to
The following comprehensive planning projects were taken on ratepayer inquiries related to the Land Use Bylaw, subdivision
applications and development permits. The following is the
and completed by the Planning & Development Department
recorded activities for 2018 and compared to previous years.
and ISL Engineering and Land Services.
1. Planning Information Packages (Subdivision & Development).
2. Planning and Development Webpage Update (to meet
MGA requirements).
3. Preparation of a new Subdivision & Development Appeal
Board Bylaw.
4. Amend the Municipal Development Plan (MDP) and Land
Use Bylaw (LUB) to include policies and regulations for
Cannabis. These projects included: meetings with Council,
interviews with key stakeholders, comparative research,

ACTIVITY/YEAR

2015

2016

2017

2018

INQUIRIES

44

24

25

26

ROAD CLOSURES

0

1

2

0

DEVELOPMENT PERMITS

45

33

21

39

REZONING APPLICATIONS

8

1

11

8

SUBDIVISIONS

21

17

14

15

INTERMUNICIPAL
DEVELOPMENT

2

3

1

2

Are you planning on
developing land,
building a home, a
mother-in-law-garden
suite, a business or
industrial lot?
For all planning &
development inquiries
contact Gloria
Dechant, Development Officer at
780.836.3348,
1.888.525.3481 or
dechantg@countyof
northernlights.com

Does the gravel road in front of your residence or
business require Dust Control? Well you’re in luck,
because the County has a program for that!

Call: 780.836.2664 to
pre-register

Dust Control Applications are now being received. Full
payment of the service must accompany the application.
Applications
can
be
found
online
at
www.countyofnorthernlights.com or in person at the
County Office.
Application must received no later than Tuesday, April
30th, 2019. No late applications will be accepted.
The cost of calcium chloride is:
 $600 for 200 metres of road
 $540 for 200 metres of road for Seniors (65 & over)
Questions?
Contact the office at 780.836.3348 or 1.888.525.3481

Fraud Alert

