August 6

Garden Party: County of Northern Lights Garden Party at the main administration
building in Manning from 1:00pm - 3:00pm. Winners of the Extreme Makeover Contest
will be announced. Everyone is Welcome

August 7, 24

Babysitting Course for ages 11-13 at the Peace Regional Pool, Cost $55 To register,
call 780.624.3720 or visit their website: http://peaceriver.ca/visitors/pool/

August 8 & 9

Regional Swim Meet at the Peace Regional Pool.
All regular swimming is cancelled for these days.

August 11

County of Northern Lights Council meeting CANCELLED for summer break

August 15 &
16

Paddle the Peace: Last day to register for this regional activity is Friday, August 7,
2015. Contact Trinidy Schmidt, Community Services Clerk at
csc@countyofnorthernlights.com or register online at

www.eventbrite.ca/paddlethepeace
August 1822

Random Acts of Reading Week at the Grimshaw Municipal Library. Children 12 &
under can stop by, read for 15 minutes & receive a book certificate from Subway for a
free kids meal

August 22

Bar K Ranch 8th Annual Poker Rally. Hosted by Keg River Cowboy Way Society.
Wagon friendly 30km ride starts at 10:00am sharp. Lunch served at the half way point.
Potluck meal at the end of the ride. Fire pit enjoyment; bring your lawn chair and
guitar. Camping spots available. For more information call Berta at 780.841.3953

August 25

Regular Scheduled Council Meeting begins at 9:00am in Council Chambers

September 4

Annual Dixonville Sports Days
check us out at www.facebook.com/Dixonville LIFE Agricultural Society

ADDRESSED TO:

PM42514018

HOURS: Monday - Thursday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm, Friday 8:00 am - 3:00 pm

Manning Library Summer Program: Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 1:00pm-3:00pm
children's crafts & activities. Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays: stop by and read for 20
minutes and receive a Subway kids pack coupon

TWITTER: @CofNLights

Through-out
August

County of Northern Lights
600-7th Ave NW
PO Box 10
Manning, AB T0H 2M0

Battle River Pioneer Museum: Pancake Breakfast from 9:00am-11:30am.
Church Service at 11:00am. Threshing & other demonstrations begin at 12 noon

http://www.facebook.com/countyofnorthernlights

August 2

RETURN UNDELIVERABLE TO:

Stop In for a Glimpse of the Past.
The Dixonville Community Museum is open throughout the summer every Saturday &
Sunday from 12:30pm - 2:30pm, or by appointment by calling 780.971.2583 or
780.971.2247

PHONE: 780.836.3348 or 1.888.525.3481

Through-out
August

CONTACT US: www.countyofnorthernlights.com

COMMUNITY NEWS

COUNTY OF NORTHERN LIGHTS NEWSLETTER

RECREATION & CULTURE FUNDING POLICY

Come out and Celebrate
History & Culture!

The County of Northern Lights Council believes in providing and/or
contributing to improvements in the accessibility & availability of
recreational & cultural programs, services & facilities essential for
enhancing the quality-of-life for it’s residents.

AUGUST 2
BATTLE RIVER PIONEER MUSEUM
ASSOCIATION
Pancake Breakfast:
Church Service:
Threshing & Demonstrations:
Antique Tractor Parade

August 2015

9:00am-11:30am
11:00am
12 noon

One of the ways Council fulfills this Policy is by providing library funding.
This funding is intended to provide operational dollars to libraries within
the County & it’s Support Communities on a per household basis; a
number count, which is found through our assessment process. The per
household rate is set out by Council during annual budget deliberations.
Council also contributes to the Peace Library System, an organization
with the mandate that ‘all residents of northwestern Alberta will have
equal access to excellent library services’. It has Council representation,
and connects libraries, people and resources through teamwork,
technology and training. The graph shows the funding allotments for 2014
from the County to Libraries & Peace Library Systems.

AUGUST 8
ANNUAL LAC CARDINAL PIONEER
MUSEUM SOCIETY DEMONSTRATION
DAY

Pancake Breakfast:
8:30am-10:30am These allotments do not include Council donations to the individual
Library fundraisers (e.g. Festival of Trees) or capital projects.
Farmers Market & Car Show: 9:00am-2:00pm
Gift Shop in Train Station Open: 10:00am-3:00pm
Bakery Open:
10:00am-4:00pm
Parade:
12 noon
Lunch in the Hall:
12:30am-3:30pm
School Hours for fun activities: 10:00am-11:30am
1:00pm-2:30pm
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Please fill out the Peace Library
Survey and follow instructions to
return for your chance to win a
SONY 6” Touchscreen eReader with
Wi-Fi

Peace River Municipal Library
Art Gallery●Meeting Space●Computers●Study Room●Café
Tuesday, Friday, Saturday: 10:00am-5:00pm
Wednesday & Thursday: 10:00am-8:00pm

www.prmlibrary.ab.ca
The Peace River Municipal Library Board is looking for new Board Members.
Public Library Boards have five primary roles:
Advocate for the Library and Library users.
Planning for the Future of the Library.
Oversee the effectiveness of the Library.
Set Library Policies.
Work with the Director, respecting each other’s roles.
The Library Board meets once a month. If you think this is a good fit for
yourself or someone you know, please contact Leeann at
assistant.director@prmlibrary.ab.ca






For all your Peace River Municipal Library news, information and events, sign
up for their electronic newsletter by emailing:
communications@prmlibrary.ab.ca

Civic Holiday is celebrated on the
first Monday of August and is a
public Holiday in most provinces
and territories, although, several call
it by a different name and
celebrate for different reasons. It is
Terry Fox Day in Manitoba, Natal
Day in Nova Scotia and Prince
Edward Island as it marks the
birthday of these provinces. Here in
Alberta, we call it Heritage Day and
take time to celebrate the heritage
of the many diverse ethnic groups
with cultural family activities around
rodeos, museums, parades, parks
and recreation.

WATER CONSERVATION
Many areas in the County are experiencing little to no
precipitation this summer. Farmer’s cast a somber look
at crops and forage fields and gardeners breathe a
heavy sigh as they turn on the household tap to ensure
life in flower and vegetable gardens. At time of print of
the County newsletter, water levels in reservoirs and
water supplies are holding. It leads us to thank
residents for being ‘water conservationists’. Knowing
that rains are few and far between for some areas,
replenishing water supplies may take longer, so taking
extra thought by being frugal and prioritizing water
usage is critical.
st

Further, with the water rate increase effective June 1 ,
2015, you will notice water bills slightly higher and with
additional gardening or recreational watering, some
will see over consumption rates kick in. Note, water
rates in the County are now $3.73 per cubic meter for
the first 20 cubes and $7.47 for every cubic meter after
20 for that months billing period.

the typical areas and percentages of water usage.

SECOND: Make Repairs, check for leaking faucets,
toilets, pipes and hoses. A leak of only one drop
per second wastes about 10 000 litres of water
per year. According to the County Utility Department,
the biggest water expense they see is faulty toilet
County personnel monitor water usage in their monthly tanks.
water meter reads to detect possible leaks; whether it’s THIRD: Reduce – Use low-flush toilets: 3-6 litres per
a continual toilet tank drip or gushing pipe, we can flush. Low-flow showerheads & faucets: 6.6 litres per
notice the difference from your usual water pattern. minute, preferably aerated. Kitchen fixtures & AppliSteps to water conservation have never been more ances: low flow faucets, ENERGY STAR
dishvaluable. The benefits don’t stop in your household, washers, Washing Machines: ENERGY STAR HE
they extend to our Municipal water and sewer distribu- clothes washers.
tion system as it gets a break on the amount of water it
FOURTH: Outdoor lawn, garden and recreational ushas to pump to our homes and businesses and on the
age can account for up to 50% extra water usage in
amount of wastewater it has to treat in sewage
the summer. Consider a low maintenance landscape
treatment plants & lagoons; resulting in extending the
using native grasses, shrubs & trees and less lawn.
useful life of municipal water supply and treatment
Use low lying or irrigated water systems as oscillating
plants, which benefit the operating efficiency -- and life
sprinklers can waste as much as 50% to evaporation.
expectancy -- even of private septic disposal systems.
Use rain barrels from roof drainage and apply
Here are a few tips for being WATER WISE in your mulching to reduce evaporative losses around shrubs
household or business.
and trees.
FIRST: Know where your water is going. According to
the chart provided by Environment Canada, these are

Special thanks to Environment Canada & the County Utilities
Department for the above information.

The origins of the civic holiday on
the first Monday in August seem to
stem back to a ‘day of recreation’
first organized by Toronto City
Council in 1869. In Alberta, the
Alberta Government declared the
first Monday of August an annual
holiday in 1974. Edmonton began a
multi-cultural concert at the Fort
Edmonton Park to celebrate in 1974
& again 1975, out of which has

birthed the Edmonton Heritage
Festival, which plays an important
role in promoting Alberta’s heritage.
2015 will mark their 40th Birthday
with cultural traditional cuisine from
over 62 pavilions representing over
85 cultures, creative performances,
lots of crafts, artworks, clothing and
fun.

For many Canadians, it now
celebrates the last weekend of
summer fun before school begins
and the cooler temperatures of fall
start to happen.

Labour
Day
in Canada is
celebrated on the first Monday of
September and it originally gave
workers the chance to campaign for
and celebrate worker’s rights, better
working conditions or pay during
parades and picnics organized by
trade unions. Hence the title ‘labour’
day. Traced back to April 15th, 1872
when Toronto Trades Assembly

PUBLIC
WORKS


organized Canada’s first significant
demonstration. A few months later,
a similar parade was organized and
passed the house of Canada’s first
Prime Minister, Sir John A.
MacDonald. Later that same day,
he appeared before the gathered
crowd and promised to repeal all
Canadian laws against trade
unions. This did happen and
eventually led to the founding of the
Canadian Labour Congress in 1883.

The County began an
in-house shoulder pull
project on the Chinook
Valley Road, beginning at Highway 986 (North) for a total of 3 
miles ending at Township Road
855. Please be advised this is a
local traffic only, please adhere
to all posted construction traffic
signage and detours that may
be in place.

Heritage Day is Monday, August 3rd
and Labour Day is Monday,
September 7th, in 2015. The County
Office is closed on both of these
holidays. Council Meeting date for
August
is
Tuesday
25th.

 Construction continues on 
the Sunny Valley Road. Please
follow the posted construction
traffic control
signs when
travelling through the area and
be
watchful
of
trucks,
equipment & personnel.

Re-gravelling
continues
in
Wards 1 & 2. Please adhere to
all posted construction traffic
signs. Gravel trucks are present
and may not always see you
behind them and may stop or
slow down suddenly.

Culvert
replacement
and
installation is being done
throughout the County. Watch
for equipment, and personnel
when travelling and follow
posted traffic signage.
If you see trees or signs down
on County rural roads, please
call the office and let us know at
780.836.3348 or
1.888.525.3481.

